November Newsletter

Nance Nuggets 1st Grade
What are we working on?
Reading:

We will be learning about our world through non-

fiction books. There are three main areas we will be focusing on
with non-fiction books.
1. What is the main topic of the book or section of the book? What
details support the main topic? The main topic is what the book or
section of the book is all about and the facts should relate to the
main topic.
2. What facts and information can we learn from the words? What
facts and information can we learn from the pictures? This
information should support the main topic that your student is
reading about. It should not be facts from our schema (what we
already know about the topic from the past).
3. What is the difference between fiction and non-fiction books?
We are revisiting this from first quarter. Fiction books tell a story with
characters, setting, and events. They can also include a problem,
solution, and a lesson learned. A non-fiction book teaches
information about a topic and includes facts.

Writing:
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We are now working on writing How-To Books. The best

way to support your child at home is to talk through the steps it
takes to complete a task such as: brushing teeth, making a
sandwich, getting ready for bed, kicking a ball, and so on. Use the
transition words first, next, then and last to sequence the steps.
If you have them write at home, check for capital letters at the
beginning of sentences, space between words, end punctuation
and the correct spelling of words already studied in Letterland.

Math:

Classroom Events

We will be finishing our unit on comparing numbers.

Students should continue working on explaining which number is
more and which is less and how they know. For example: Students
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will need to understand that 32 is less than 52 because 32 only has 3 tens but 52 has 5 tens and 3
tens has less value than 5 tens.

Coming up soon, we will start our addition and subtraction unit, which includes many new
strategies to solve problems. Students should continue working to understand what a word
problem is asking. Before they ever start solving the problem they should ask themselves:

-What do I know? -What am I trying to figure out? -What strategy would work best to solve
this problem?
Strategies we will be using:

Social Studies:

We will be starting our unit on culture, celebrations and diversity. Students

will be able to:
-Compare two cultures and explain how they are alike and different; using literature, music, or art.
-Define folklore, celebrations and, traditions; and explain how and why they are celebrated in their
community.
-Name two or three national holidays and clearly explain why they are celebrated.
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